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Introduction

Mobile Daisy Player is an application which allows users to read electronic books in DAISY format while on the go. This document covers the basic functions of Mobile Daisy Player so that you can get up and running as quickly as possible.

Program Installation 

Installation of the Mobile Daisy Player SISX file is the same as with any other S60 installer, and can be done either by Bluetooth or through Nokia PC Suite.

If you wish to use Mobile Speak to provide full speech output with Mobile Daisy Player, be sure to install the latest Mobile Speak version (v3.60 or later). If Mobile Speak is installed and licensed, Mobile Daisy Player will provide the option to use the same text-to-speech voice. If Mobile Speak is not installed, Mobile Daisy Player will provide the option to use the built-in speech capabilities on supported phones.

Installing Books

To load books onto your S60 device, simply create a folder on the memory card (E:) called “books”, and copy each of the books into a subfolder there. Book content is generally either downloaded from the web or available on CD; in either case, copy all of the book contents into the destination folder.

The current beta version supports DAISY 2.x and DAISY 3.x books, including books from Bookshare.com. We have worked hard to support as many variations of the DAISY standard format as possible, but book formats can vary widely depending on the authoring tool used to create them. If you encounter a book which does not work with Mobile Daisy Player, please let us know, so that we can add support for it to the next product update.

Overview of the Mobile Daisy Player Application

The screens of Mobile Daisy Player are arranged in four main tab windows, plus the book reading screen. When you first load the application, you will be presented with the list of books currently installed on the device. The title and author of each book will be included, where available. By pressing the left and right keys, you can move between this book list tab, the book contents tab, the bookmarks tab, and the settings tab. Until a book is loaded, the book contents and bookmarks tabs will be empty.

To open a book, select it from the list and press the enter key. Depending on the size of the book, the loading process may take some time when the book is first opened; however, subsequent openings are much faster, thanks to the caching technology built in to Mobile DAISY Player. Once the book has been loaded, you will be taken to the book reading screen. If you had previously opened the book and begun reading, you will be returned to the same point in the book where you left off.

To return to the tab windows and view the table of contents or bookmarks for the current book, press the right softkey, which is labeled “Back”, then press the left and right keys as before to move between the tabs. To return to the book reading screen at any time, press the right softkey, labeled “Resume”.

To exit the application, open the Options menu from any screen with the left softkey, and select “Exit”. If you are currently reading a book, your place will automatically be saved for the next time you open that book.

Navigating within the Book Reading Screen

There are two modes of navigation within the book reading screen: the normal reading mode and the virtual cursor mode. The normal reading mode is active when the book is in continuous playback mode, and is playing either audio or text content. When playback is paused, the virtual cursor mode is active, allowing you to navigate the text contents of the book, if any, using the screen reader.

In normal reading mode, the following key assignments are used:

Enter key
pause/play

Up arrow
increase audio volume

Down arrow
decrease audio volume

Left arrow
rewind (in cassette or digital mode)

Right arrow
fast forward (in cassette or digital mode)

1 key
decrease the navigation jump level

3 key
increase the navigation jump level

4 key
jump back, according to the navigation jump level 

6 key
jump forward, according to the navigation jump level 

5 key
display the current time in the book, where available

7 key
slow down audio content playback

9 key
speed up audio content playback

2 key
scroll text up within the current page

8 key
scroll text down within the current page

* key
start/stop recording a voice annotation at the current point

In the virtual cursor mode, the following key assignments are used:

Enter key
pause/play

Up arrow
previous line

Down arrow
next line

Left arrow
previous character

Right arrow
next character

1 key
previous word

3 key
next word

4 key
previous sentence

6 key
next sentence

5 key
repeat the last item

7 key
previous paragraph

9 key
next paragraph

2 key
jump to top of page

8 key
scroll text down within the current page

* key
start/stop recording a voice annotation at the current point

When navigating in the virtual cursor mode, pressing enter at any point in the book will attempt to jump to that point and resume playback.

Please note that some of the commands listed above (e.g., changing volume or audio playback speed) may apply only to books with prerecorded audio content, and not to text-only books which are read by the TTS. If you are using Mobile Speak, these commands will automatically work within Mobile DAISY Player to change the text-to-speech parameters; for other screen readers, please refer to your screen reader documentation.

MP3 to DAISY

Beginning with version 2.2, Mobile DAISY Player offers a built-in feature to convert a folder of MP3 files to a DAISY book, allowing you to use all of the normal DAISY navigation commands with these audio files, including variable speed playback and automatically-generated navigation points. To use this feature, select the “MP3 to DAISY” command in the Options menu of the main book list screen. You will be prompted to choose which storage device and folder to use for the conversion, although it is highly recommended that the folder be located within the “books” folder so that the resulting DAISY book can be automatically recognized by Mobile DAISY Player. To select a folder, open it in the file browser and select any MP3 file located in the desired directory. The MP3 files in this directory will be used to produce a DAISY book, and the resulting book will be opened automatically. To display this book in the book list, you should select Refresh from the book screen's Options menu.

The MP3 files will be used in alphabetical order, so it is recommended to use sequentially numbered filenames (audio001.mp3, audio002.mp3, etc.) in cases where playback order is important.

There is also a new option in the Settings menu to control how often content breakpoints are inserted when creating the DAISY book. When set to “none”, Mobile DAISY Player will use each MP3 file as its own content segment, or you can set it to any multiple of 15 seconds (up to 5 minutes) to add navigation points at the specified intervals within each file.

Unpacking Bookshare books

Mobile DAISY Player includes the ability to automatically unpack Bookshare books in either ZIP or BKS2 formats, without the need to unpack the books first on your PC. To install a Bookshare title, simply copy the files to the “books” folder as you would normally. When you open this title from the book list screen, you will be prompted for your Bookshare password. You will also be asked whether you want to delete the original Bookshare file after uncompressing it. Once the password has been verified and the book has been uncompressed, the book will be opened automatically.

Recording Voice Notes

Mobile Daisy Player provides the ability to record your own voice annotations as bookmarks within the content. These voice notes will appear in the bookmark list, and the sound recordings will be heard automatically when the book is in normal playback mode.

To record a voice note at a given point in the book, press the * (star/asterisk) key. You will hear a short ascending tone to indicate that recording has begun. Once you have finished recording, press the * key again and you will hear a short descending tone to indicate that recording has stopped. The note will automatically be saved in the list of bookmarks for the current book, and will be named with either the current time within the book or the text at that point in the book, depending which is available.

Caveats/Known Issues

In some cases, where a large number and/or large-sized MP3 files are used, the MP3 to DAISY process may take a considerable amount of time. If the phone's screen saver timeout is set to a relatively short time, there is the possibility of a conflict between the screen saver and Mobile DAISY Player. This will be improved in a future release, but we currently recommend that the screen saver timeout be set to the longest possible interval.

If the MP3/DAISY conversion process is interrupted for any reason, the partial files should be deleted in order to prevent errors resulting from reading an incomplete DAISY book.

The Symbian operating system imposes stricter limitations on file and folder names than other OS'es such as Microsoft Windows. When copying books and other data to the phone or memory card, you should keep folder names short and free from unusual characters such as punctuation. 

Large books may also take some time to open the first time; however, thanks to the caching technology built in to Mobile DAISY Player, subsequent openings of the book should be much faster.

In some audio books, particularly those containing background music or other continuous audio, a slight pause may be noticed when moving from point to point within the book. Activating the “audio-only” option in the Settings view may reduce or eliminate this problem.

Users upgrading to 2.2 from some previous versions may notice that some settings (such as text color and size) are not maintained from their previous configuration. In this case, switching to the Settings view and updating the affected settings will resolve the problem.

Mobile Daisy Player supports Backup and Restore. However, since it also installs the OpenC libraries, and since the current version of the OpenC libraries do not support Backup and Restore, these libraries may not be correctly installed on some phones (thus preventing Mobile Daisy Player from functioning correctly after Backup and Restore). If this occurs, it would be necessary to reinstall Mobile Daisy Player.

Questions/Support

For more information or to report problems with Mobile Daisy Player, please contact us at info@codefactory.es, or visit our website at www.codefactory.es. 

